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8th August 2011
Manager
Philanthropy and Exemptions Unit

Personal and Retirement Income Division

The Treasury

Langton Crescent
PARKES ACT 2600

Via Email: NFPReform@treasury.gov.au
Dear Sir/Madam,

Submission Regarding: Exposure Draft – ‘In Australia’ Special Conditions for Tax Concession Entities
Brief Description of CityLife Church Inc.

CityLife Church Inc. is a not for profit charitable organisation involved in supporting overseas humanitarian projects through local entities, these include;
· Adult literacy in India

· Community healthcare in Cambodia and India

· Community development in Ethiopia (water projects)

· English language education in Ethiopia

· Microenterprise funding in India

· Orphanages in Ethiopia, India and Russia 
Concerns

CityLife Church is funded by the generous donations of our community members and supports their philanthropic desires. If CityLife Church donates any money to another entity that is not tax exempt, then CityLife Church will lose its own tax exempt status. This would effectively result in the church ceasing all support funding to the individuals sent through other organisations that conduct the above overseas activities. In most instances, these individuals are Australian citizens undertaking long-term overseas humanitarian aid and development work at great personal cost.
Recommendation 
A minimum threshold for donations to entities without income tax exempt status should be introduced into the legislation. 

Yours sincerely,
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