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3 May 2013

Dear Manager,

Exposure draft of Charities Bill 2013

The Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations (AFAQ) is the national federation for the HIV community
response. AFAO’s members are the AIDS Councils in each state and territory; the National Association of People
Living with HIV Australia (NAPWHA); the Australian Injecting & lllicit Drug Users League (AIVL); the
Anwernekenhe National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander HIV/AIDS Alliance (ANA); and Scarlet Alliance,
Australian Sex Workers Association. AFAO advocates for its member organisations, promotes medical and social
research into HIV and its effects, develops and formulates policy on HIV issues, and provides HIV policy advice to
Commonwealth, state and territory governments.

AFAO welcomes the exposure draft of the Charities Bill 2013 (the Bill). We understand that under the Bill
charitable entities will not be prevented from conducting advocacy activities and that peak bodies may be
defined as charitable entities. AFAO endorses the positions taken in the Australian Council of Social Services
(ACOSS) submission, including its recommendation ii, that “Clarification and clear guidance should be provided
as to what kinds of political engagement will be considered to be a disqualifying purpose, ideally through a clear
reproduction of the current law as it is expressed within TR2011/T4 .”

Yours sincerely,

Rob Lake
Executive Director

AFAO is the peak body for Australia's eight State and Territory AIDS Councils. AFAQO's national members are the National
Association of People Living with HIV Australia (NAPWHA), the Australian Injecting & lllicit Drug Users League (AIVL), Scarlet
Alliance, Australian Sex Workers Association and Anwernekenhe National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander HIV/AIDS
Alliance (ANA).
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